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NEW YORK STATE 
SPELLING BEE 


State Fair Stelling Bee Contestants 


The 1931 State Fair Spelling Bee 


BY KATHERINE M. 


For the second time in succession, the town 
of Riverhead, Suffolk county, carried off first 
honors in the State Fair Spelling Bee. This 
was in the 1931 held on 
Tuesday, September 8th, in the auditorium of 
the new Boys’ and Girls’ Building on the State 


contest, which was 


Fair Grounds at Syracuse. 

This year the spelling bee had the lowest 
registration in several years, there being only 
49 entrants. This was due principally to the 
epidemic of poliomyelitis 

On the advice of the State Department of 
Health, certain counties in which the disease 
was most prevalent were not permitted to send 
representatives. Commissioner Berne A. Pyrke 
of the Department of Agriculture and Markets, 
under whose direction and supervision the con- 


COSGRAVE, EXECUTIVE 


SECRETARY, STATE FAIR SPELLING BEE 


tests are held, regretted exceedingly the neces- 
sity of this action, since he realized the great 
disappointment it would be to those who had 
prepared all year for participation in the State 
Spelling Bee, but from the standpoint of a 
health safeguard it was imperative. 
other counties that had not been banned parents 
feared to have their children go to Syracuse 


In several 


on account of the epidemic. The counties that 
did not participate were: Columbia, Dutchess, 
Nassau, Putnam, Rockland and 


In Schenectady county no con- 


Hamilton, 
Westchester. 
test was held. 

Of the 49 county representatives who regis- 
tered, 15 were boys and 34 were girls. In spite 
of boys, however, one 
contest 


of the lesser number 


of their number came through the 
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triumphant and was numbered among the four 
winners after a strenuous day, were 
determined as follows: 

First, $50 in gold and Onondaga Cup, gift 
of the Hotel Onondaga, Syracuse, Miriam 
Woodhull, Riverhead, Suffolk county; second, 
$25 in gold, Bertha Ulrich, Cassadaga, Chau- 
tauqua county; third, $15 in gold, Lora Mae 
Ramsey, Rome, Oneida county; fourth, $10 in 
gold, Jack O'Neil, Clifton Springs, Ontario 
county. 

Dr Frank P. Graves, Commissioner of Edu- 
cation, was unable to conduct the contest on 
account of another engagement. At Doctor 
Graves’s request, Dr Harlan H. Horner, Assist- 
ant Commissioner for Higher and Professional 
Education, officiated. Doctor Horner, with his 
kindliness of manner and his keen understanding 
of the tenseness of the situation for the boys 
and girls, soon put them at their ease, and with 
the first word had the 
contestants and their 
was his watchword. 


whe », 


the pronunciation of 
both the 
fairness ” 


confidence of 
parents that 

The following school superintendents assisted 
Doctor Horner and acted as judges: Essie 
Babcock, Cattaraugus, Cattaraugus county; 
A. C. Bowers, New Berlin, Chenango county; 
Arthur J. Rose, West Winfield, Herkimer 
county; Mrs G. L. deOlloqui, Carthage, Jeffer- 
son county; Wayne G. Benedict, Hamilton, 
Madison county; George G. Preston, Morris, 
Otsego county. 

At 10.30 o'clock, after preliminary instruc- 
tions, the contest was under way with the first 
Doctor Horner care- 


“ 


test of 50 written words. 
fully pronounced the words again and again, 
and defined them, so that there would be no 
possibility that anyone would fail because he did 
not understand the word given. An unusually 
large percentage of the entrants came through 
this first test 100 per cent, 29 having 
gained this standing. Thirteen misspelled but 
one word; six had two words wrong, and one, 
three words. This was a splendid standing in 
the first test compared with that of other years. 
In last year’s contest, of 57 entrants only 20 
first test, and the words given 
difficult than those of this 


with 


survived the 
were no more 
year’s list. 


Of those failing on but one word in this first 


test, only two misspelled the same word — 
“arctic’’—both by omitting the first “c.” 
Other words that seemed difficult were: 
oppression, periodical, mechanical, politician 


and criticism. The judges found each of these 
words misspelled on two or more papers. When 
the results of this test were ready for announce- 
ment it was almost disclosure was 
deferred until after luncheon, which was served 
in the cafeteria of the Boys’ and Girls’ Building. 

The counties whose champions received a 
perfect rating were: Albany, Broome, Catta- 
raugus, Cayuga, Chautauqua, Chenango, Erie, 
Essex, Fulton, Greene, Herkimer, 
Jefferson, Lewis, Montgomery, 
Monroe, Oneida, Ontario, Orange, Oswego, 
Otsego, Rensselaer, Schoharie, Steuben, Suf- 
folk, Sullivan, Warren and Washington. 
Among these were two of the four 1l-year-olds 
who entered the bee— Wanda Keyser of 
Schoharie county and Francis Sherman, War- 
ren county representative. Six of the 15 boys 
survived this test. 

To the 29 Doctor Horner then gave a test 
in the form of an “ spelldown,” the list 
comprising 150 words. This eliminated six. 
Ruth Washer of Herkimer county was the first 
to go down, spelling “choirs.” 
Marjorie Moore of Livingston county was next 
to meet defeat, spelling the final syllable of 
“perseverance,” “ence.” Sherman, 
Warren county, reached the last syllable of 
“redemption” without mishap, but, undecided 


noon, so 


Genesee, 
Livingston, 


oral 


us chores,” 


Francis 


as to the final one, misspelled it “ian.” Betty 
Steinhart, Cattaraugus county entrant, failed 
on “foreigners,” finishing it “ors”; Evelyn 


Goodfellow of Green county substituted an “e 
for an “i” in the first syllable of “ dispatch,” 
and Janet Otis, Lewis representative, 
spelled “ appearance’ with two 

This reduced the ranks to 23, who, after a 
short recess, applied themselves to the spelling 
of another 50 words in a test. For 
some reason, not understandable to the judges, 
this test took a very large toll—only seven 
emerging with a perfect mark. Nine had diffi- 
culty with but one word; two misspelled two 
words ; three, three words, and two, four words. 
The counties representatives received 
100 per cent in this test were: Chautauqua, 
Essex, Genesee, Oneida, Ontario, Orange and 
Suffolk. The contestants from Broome, 
Cayuga, Chenango, Erie, Fulton, Jefferson, 
Monroe, Oswego and Schoharie counties mis- 
Two exceedingly 


county 


“ r’s.”” 


written 


whose 


spelled but one word each. 
troublesome words seemed to be “ loathsome” 
and “lavender.” The former was misspelled 
on nine and the latter on ten papers, the mis 
spelling in each instance being the same — the 
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placing of the final “e” before the last syl- 
lable in “loathsome,” and the substitution of 
an “a” for the “e” in the last syllable of 
“lavender.” Among the other words found 
misspelled were: occasionally, bouquet, assump- 
tion, scissors and dwindle. 

Three boys and four girls then took their 
places for another oral drill from a list of 
100 words. This resulted in three fatalities. 
Maxson Hopkins of Genesee county substituted 
an “i” for the “y” in “myriad”; Frank 
Davenport, Orange county speller, added a final 
“e” to “chaperon,” and Mary Benway, Essex 
girl, i 
‘cemetery.” 

This determined who the four winners would 
be, since the contest was now reduced to this 
number, but not their respective standings. It 
was with redoubled efforts, therefore, that these 
four tackled the next written test of 50 words, 
which, it was expected, would termuiate the 
contest. Such was not the case, however, as 
the three girls came through with flying colors, 
each having another 100 per cent. Jack O'Neil, 
of Ontario county, had misspelled three words 
and was eliminated, but not without honors, 
since he was determined fourth prize winner. 

To the three first honor 
Doctor Horner then gave a list of 25 much 
more difficult words — words not included in 
the list sent out for study. After checking 
and rechecking the papers carefully, the judges 
could find but one word misspelled on the paper 
of Miriam Woodhull, Suffolk county champion, 
this word being “ benefited,” in which Miriam 
put the fatal two Bertha Ulrich of 
Chautauqua county misspelled three words — 
desiccated, innocuous and liquefy — giving her 
second place; and Lora Mae Ramsey, Oneida 
county girl, was determined third prize winner, 
having had difficulty with four words — bene- 
fited, picnicking, frieze and liquefy. 

As has been the custom, following the con- 
test a banquet was held jointly with the Young 
Farmers of New York State. This year it 
took place in the cafeteria room of the Boys’ 
and Girls’ Building. Doctor Horner presented 
the four prizes in gold to the prize-winning 
spellers and the silver loving cup to the state 
spelling champion, with words of commenda- 
Commissioner Pyrke 


“ ” 


county inserted an extra r in 


. 


competitors for 


“ t’s.” 


tion and_ inspiration. 


"Alternate 
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acted as toastmaster, and the speaker of the 
evening was Dr Raymond A. Pearson, presi- 
dent of the University of Maryland. 

Harriet Mae Mills, as representative of the 
Washington Bicentennial Celebration Commis- 
sion, gave a short ‘alk on the celebration plans, 
and Arthur K. Getm:.n of the State Education 
Department presented the prizes to the winners 
of the Young Farmers’ speaking contest. 

The county who 
peted in the 1931 spelling bee, with the county 


spelling champions com- 


represented, are: 


County Name Address 
Albany Alice J. Crounse Altamont 
Allegany Gertrude Brown Belmont 
Broome Elsie Palmer Lisle 
Cattaraugus Betty Steinhart Olean 
Cayuga Elizabeth Dougherty Merrifield 
Chautauqua Bertha Ulrich ‘assadaga 
Chemung Millicent Schuckers Elmira 


Plymouth 
Lyon Mountain 
Marathon 
Hancock 
East Aurora 
Au Sable Forks 
Lake Clear 
Junction 
Stratford 
Batavia 
Freehold 
Mohawk 
Brownville 
sowville 


Elsie Eaton 

Anna Mykalosky 
Cortland Spencer R. Albro 
Delaware Harold F. Searles 
Erie Ruth Washburn 
Essex Mary E. Benway 
Franklin Mary Ellen Martell 


Chenango 
Clinton 


Tulia Slaboc 
Maxson Hopkins 
Evelyn Goodfellow 
Ruth Washer 

ean Gonseth 
Janet Otis 


Fulton 
Genesee 
Greene 
Herkimer 
Jefferson 


sewis 
Livingston Marjorie M. Moore’ _— Dansville 
Madison Melva Brower Morrisville 
Monroe Betty Metcalf Rochester, R. D 


Amsterdam, R. D 
Lewiston 

Rome 

Tully 

Clifton Springs 
Highland Falls 
Albion, R. D. 
Oswego 
Unadilla 

East Schodack 
Nicholville 
Saratoga Springs 
Schoharie 


Esther Stefanacci 
Peter Kirkpatrick 
Lora Mae Ramsey 
Miriam Hills 
Jack O'Neil 
Frank Davenport 
Paul Haines 
James Kane 
Naomi George 
Lillian Sharzynski 
Edwin Wolfe 
Theodore Welton 
Wanda Keyser 


Montgomery 
Niagara 
Oneida 
Onondaga 
Ontario 
*Orange 
Orleans 
Oswego 
Otsego 
Rensselaer 
St Lawrence 
Saratoga 
Schoharie 


Schuyler William Kessler Watkins Glen 
Seneca Gordon Curtis Seneca Falls 
Steuben Doris Osgood Corning 
Suffolk Miriam M, Woodhull Riverhead 
Sullivan Russell W. Meyer Long Eddy 
Tioga Beatrice Barton Newark Valley 
Tompkins Ethel Smith Trumansburg 
Ulster Frank Conforti Highland 
Warren Francis Sherman Warrensburg 
Washington Mary Tarsa Schaghticoke 
Wayne Eureka Cahill North Rose 


Magdalene 
McTarnaghan 
Margery Graves 


Wyoming 
Castile 


Yates Penn Yan 


County spelling champions not present at 


Syracuse were: 


Helen T 
Geraldine 
Van de Bogart 


Hudson 
Red Hook 


Columbia Raynor 


Dutchess 


Hamilton Malcolm Beals Raquette Lake 
Nassau Lora Fiore Inwood 
Putnam Lois Schenck Patterson 
Rockland Jennie Asaro Nyack 

New Rochelle 


Westchester Carl Schueler 
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Program of the Sixty-seventh Convocation 


Note. On Thursday morning at 9 o'clock there will be a meeting of the section 
devoted to the colleges and universities of New York State for which a special program 
is issued. This Thursday morning session of representatives of colleges and universities 
will be held at the New York State College for Teachers at Albany. 


Special attention is called to the fact that the first session of the Convocation 
will be held Thursday afternoon. 


All meetings of the Convocation will be held in Chancellors Hall 


Registration of delegates — Education Building, Information Desk 


N. B. It is necessary to register in order to obtain tickets for reserved seats 


GENERAL THEME OF THE CONVOCATION 
“HEALTH EDUCATION” 


“ The sum of the readjustments of life in response to an original tendency 
to foresee constitutes the culture or state of civilization of any individual 
or group. One great (and quite fundamental) section of any culture always 
consists of those adjustments necessary to preserve health and life; and all 
those processes whereby individuals are aided in discovering, understanding 
and using this phase of social inheritance, constitute health education.” 

FREDERICK RAND RoceERS 





Thursday, October 15th, 2 p. m. 
Overture 
THEME OF SESSION —“ HEALTH EDUCATION AND THE PUBLIC WELFARE” 
“We all have a common aim, which is to prepare the American child 
physically, mentally and morally more fully to meet the responsibility of 
tomorrow than we have been able to meet tliat of today. We want to see 
our children developed into adult citizens with wholesome bodies and pre- 


pared minds, both under the control of the developed will operating in 
the atmosphere of what we>call character.” Ray LyMAN WILBUR 


Convocation opened by THe Honoraste Cuester S. Lorp M.A., LL.D., 
Chancellor of the University 


Invocation: —THe Reverenp A. J. Hocan S.J. President, Fordham University 
SAMUEL P. Capen M.A., Ph.D., L.H.D., LL.D., President, University of Buffalo, 
presiding 

Address: “ Medical Research” 
FREDERICK G. BANTING M.B., L.R.C.P., M.D., D.Sc., LL.D. 
University of Toronto 


Music 


Address: “ Health and Social Welfare” 
Ray Lyman WIcBur M.A., M.D., Sc.D., LL.D. 
Secretary of the Interior. President, Stanford University 
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Dr Ray Lyman Wilbur Dr Frederick G. Banting 


Conferring of Honorary Degrees 
Music 


Session closed by CHANCELLOR LorpD 





Thursday, October 15th, 8 p. m. 


Reception in the Rotunda, tendered by the Board of Regents and the Com- 
missioner of Education to the delegates and invited guests. Refreshments 
will be served and a musical program will be presented. 





Friday, October 16th, 9.15 a. m. 
THEME OF SESSION — 
“THE PLACE OF HEALTH EDUCATION IN THE SCHOOL PROGRAM” 


“Health education can be promoted only by emphasizing all aspects of 
health — physical, mental, social, moral. The teacher of health should look 
for normal development of the child from all of these points of view. The 
ideal of health is not mere freedom from obvious deformities and patho- 
logical symptoms. It is the realization of the highest physical, mental and 
spiritual possibilities of the individual.” Report, Joint Health Committee, 
Health Education 
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Opening of the session 
Music 
Tuomas D. Woop M.A., M.D., Teachers College, Columbia University, 
presiding 
Address: “The Place of Health Teaching in a Progressive Program of 
Modern Education ” 
Crain E. Turner M.A., Dr P.H. 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Address: “The Place of Physical Education in a Progressive School Program” 
Jay B. Nasu M.A. 
School of Education, New York University 
Music 
Address: “ The Place of Health Education in the Schools of Tomorrow ” 
Hersert S. Weet M.A., Pd.D. 
Superintendent of Schools, Rochester, N. Y. 
Music 
Session closed 
Friday, October 16th, 2 p. m. 
THEME OF SESSION — 
“THE PLACE OF HEALTH EDUCATION IN INDIVIDUAL DEVELOPMENT” 
“The fundamental aims of education and of child hygiene are the same: 
normal healthful development and the acquisition of habits of healthful 
activity, physical and mental....The child’s first business is to grow and 
to develop. Everything else can wait, but the demands of health are 
imperative.” Witt1am H. BurnHAM 


Opening of the session 
Music 
THOMAS PARRAN JR M.A., M.D., State Commissioner of Health, presiding 


Address: “The Maladjusted Child in the Schoolroom ” 
Lawson G. Lowrey M.A., M.D. 
Director, Institute of Child Guidance, New York City 


Address: “ Some Practical Health Problems of the Junior High School Students ” 
EstHer Ricuarps M.D. 
Johns Hopkins University 
Music 
Address: “ Health— Its Relation to the Individual and to the Social Group” 
LIVINGSTON FarRAND M.A., M.D., L.H.D., Ph.D., LL.D. 
President, Cornell University 
Music 
Convocation adjourned 


Benediction 
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Three Cities and Five Villages 
Have New Superintendents 


New superintendents of schools have been 
chosen in three cities and five villages, accord- 
ing to reports to the State Education Depart- 


ment. The new superintendents are: 

EES Boinx oaarn hice ee William S. Schneider 
0 SE oe nee Marion W. Longman 
North Tonawanda............ Claude L. Moss 
RN dies watr ae sian aahitaldat George R. Crego 
Elmira Heights........... ..Horace Beach 
IED sic naan be sbwaddane ean H. T. Herber 
POE: Sivas unueekas a veer E. S. Simmons 
0 eee ....K. R. MacCalman 





———(- 


Albany Pupils Participate in 
Visual Education Test 


Two Albany pupils who were graduated in 
June from the eighth grade, accompanied by 
Burton D. McCormick, supervisor in the Ex- 
aminations Inspections Division of the 
Department, represented New York State in 
the nationwide visual education test held in 
Washington July 6th to 10th. The two pupils 
appointed by Governor Franklin D. Roosevelt 
were Douglas Moore and Marion Dayton. 

The report of the United States Commis- 
sioner of the test 
shows that the boys and girls from the District 
of Columbia and 47 states answered correctly, 
on the average, 19 more questions out of 50 
on each test after seeing the sound educational 
pictures prepared by the Fox Film Corporation 
than they did before seeing the pictures. This 
is an average gain of 38 per cent. 

A committee of experts appointed by the 
United States Commissioner of Education gave 
the boys and girls a preliminary examination 
at George Washington University to ascertain 
their knowledge of a group of subjects. On 
the following three educational sound 
pictures covering the same group of subjects 
were shown to the children. Then the children 
tried another set of examinations to determine 
how much they had learned from the pictures 
that they had seen and heard. The subjects 
covered were volcanoes, glaciers, rivers, toads 
Figures for the in- 


and 


Education on the result of 


days 


and Monarch butterflies. 
crease in knowledge range from 42 per cent 
in the test on glaciers to 607 per cent in the 
test on Monarch butterflies. The average gain 
on all five tests was 115 per cent. 
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Girl Makes Record 
in Scholarship Competition 


An average of 99.368 in Regents examina- 
tions for a college entrance diploma 
for Nellie Mae Gordon of Lawyersville, a 
graduate in June of the Cobleskill High School, 
the honor of having attained the highest aver- 
age reached in University scholarship 
competition. The highest previous average was 
in 1929, when Sarah Solovay of Ithaca had an 
average of 99.05. 

The University scholarship is but one of 
many prizes won by Miss Gordon during her 
She has also been active 
in extracurricular activities, having taken 
piano, mandolin, clarinet, flute and _ vocal 
lessons and being engaged in school athletics. 
Following a postgraduate course at the high 
school she expects to enter Cornell University. 


won 


ever 


high school course. 


The ten highest on the list of University 
scholarship winners follow: 
Per cent High school 


1 Gordon, Nellie Mae 99.368 


Cobleskill H. S, 
Schifferli, Dorothy 98.473 : 


Nazareth Acad., 
Rochester 


3 Manel, Bella 97.631 Morris H. S. 

4 Glidden, Marion C. 97.515 West H. S., 
Rochester 

5 Glogau, Margaret B. 97.473 New Rochelle H. S 

6 Hamm, Mary Bess 97.473 South Park H. S., 
Buffalo 

7 Wilhelm, Kurt 97.473 Boys H. S., 
Brooklyn 

8 Bolz, Sanford H. 97.368 Albany H. S. 

9 Strenge, Henry B, 97.368 Schenectady H. S 


10 Yorkey, Daniel G. 97.368 Central Square H. S. 


Department Will Broadcast 
Talks on Rural Education 


The Rural Education Bureau of the Depart- 
ment has arranged a series of talks on rural 
education and rural life to be broadcast over 
radio station WGY in Schenectady beginning 
October 9th. The series will be opened with 
a ten-minute talk by Commissioner of Educa- 
tion Frank P. Graves on “ Safeguarding the 
Farmer's Best Crop.” The program for the 
remainder of the month will be: 

October 16th Ray P. Snyder, Chief of the 

Rural Education Bureau 
October 23d Ruth M. 
superintendent of schools, 
Lewis county 
October 30th Wayne G. 
superintendent of schools 
Madison county 


Johnston, district 
third district, 


district 
district, 


Benedict, 
first 
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Latin Examinations 


Beginning in January 1932 the only exam- 
ination to be offered in Latin three years will 
be the new type examination, according to a 
On the Latin two years 

beginning in 
for translation 


recent announcement. 
old type Regents examination 
January 1932 Latin passages 

will ordinarily consist of three passages only, 
the usual two prescribed passages and one pas- 
sage at sight, preferably from Caesar’s works. 
This will shorten the paper. The general 
make-up of the Regents examinations in Latin 
which proved so successful in the June 1931 
examinations will be continued with the above 
exceptions. 


In order that there may be no misunderstand- 
ing regarding the examinations the following 
announcements are made: 

1 There is no longer any Latin fourth year 
old type paper. 

2 There is no longer any passage from 
Caesar on the Latin three years old type paper. 

3 There is no longer any time-limited test on 
the Latin two years old type paper. 

4 Syntax on the new type Latin two years 
and three years papers will usually be based 
on the comprehension passages. 

5 In general, the order of questions will be 
translation passages, syntax, composition, forms, 
derivation and background questions in the 
order named. 

6 Lists of words for derivation study in the 
syllabus, such as page 20 (c) 2, page 26 (c) 
2 etc. are merely suggestive examples and are 
not prescribed for examination purposes. 
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Mathematics Examinations 
The January 1932 examination in the one- 
half unit course in intermediate algebra will be 
based upon the 1931 revision of the syllabus in 
that subject, copies of which have been sent to 
Tables sent for use in the ele- 
mentary algebra and _ intermediate 
examinations will be adequate for the January 

1932 examination in intermediate algebra. 


the schools. 
algebra 


School officials have also been notified by Dr 
George M. Wiley, Assistant Commissioner for 
Secondary Education, that a revision of the 
present syllabus in advanced algebra is under 
way. Until this distributed the 
examination in that subject will be based upon 


syllabus is 


the present syllabus. 

The Department has that 
beginning in January 1932 the examinations in 
plane geometry and solid geometry may contain 
questions upon the numerical 
nometry studied in elementary algebra. 


also announced 


based trigo- 


Attendance during Epidemic 

By direction of Commissioner of Education 
Frank P. Graves, the Attendance Division of 
the Department notified school officials at the 
beginning of the school year that in school dis- 
tricts where poliomyelitis exists, but where the 
health and school authorities deem it wise to 
operate the local 
when and for such time as they deem it neces- 
sary may accept the presence of said disease as 


schools, school authorities 


a legal excuse for temporary absence. 

In announcing this Charles L. Mosher, 
Director of the Attendance Division, said: 

May I recommend that absences be investi- 
gated as usual and parents informed of the care 
and precautions being taken by health and 
school authorities, particularly the protection to 
the child of frequent medical inspections at 
school as compared to the usual lack of them 
when he does not attend. 

Since there may later be special interest in 
the matter absences due to fear of poliomyelitis 
are to be marked in the register by the letter 





o-—— 


The Thomas Jefferson Memorial Foundation 
has announced that October 20th will be 
observed at Monticello as Free Press Day. At 
that time a room at Monticello will be formally 
dedicated in honor of freedom of the press. It 
is hoped that this will be the beginning of 
similar dedications in honor of other ideals of 
freedom championed by Thomas Jefferson so 
that the home which Jefferson designed and 
built may be a Hall of Famous Ideals. 
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Commission Named for New York City Investigation 


An advisory commission to consult with 
members of the Department staff in the pro- 
posed investigation of New York City schools 
was announced by Commissioner of Education 
Frank P. Graves at the meeting of the Board 
of Regents on September 10th. The Commis- 
sioner was authorized to make the investigation 
by action of the Board on May 21, 1931. 

The members of the advisory 
are: John W. Withers, dean, College of Educa- 
tion, New York University; Frank E. Spauld- 
ing, professor of school administration, Gradu- 
ate School, Yale University; William F. 
Russell, dean, Teachers College, Columbia Uni- 
versity; William John Cooper, Commissioner 
Washington, D. C.; Payson 
Education, Boston, 
superintendent of 


commission 


of Education, 
Smith, Commissioner of 
Mass.; Herbert Weet, 
schools, Rochester; Henry Taft, lawyer, New 
York City; Victor J. Dowling, former Supreme 
Court Justice, New York City, and Franklin E. 
Simon, vice president of the United Parents 
Association, New York City. 

Among other actions taken by the Regents 
at the 10th meeting were the 
following: 


September 


Division of Professional Licensure 

A Division of Licensure 

established in the Department by action of the 

Board. The Board appointed Charles B. 

Heisler, who has been Chief of the Professional 

Registration Bureau, as Director of the new 
Division. 


Professional was 


Appointments to Boards 

Appointments to various boards were made 
by the Board as follows: 

Board of visitors, State Teachers College, 
Buffalo: Judge Daniel J. Kenefick to fill the 
vacancy caused by the death of Walter Platt 
Cooke 

Board of visitors, Plattsburg State Normal 
School: Frederick H. Bryant of Malone and 
John B. Burnham of Essex 

Council on Accountancy: Samuel J. 
Jamestown; Charles Hecht, New York City; 
Samuel D. Leidesdorf, New York City; 
Robert H. Montgomery, New York City; 
John T. Madden, New York City 

State Board of Veterinary Examiners: Dr 
R. W. Gannet, Brooklyn 

State Board of Dental Examiners: Dr 
Harvey J. Burkhard, Rochester; Dr E. B. 
Rhinehart, Schenectady 


Lasser, 


State Board of Examiners in 
Harlow M. Fuller, 


Burnie, Brooklyn 


Optometry : 
Syracuse; Thomas Mc- 

State Board of Pharmacy: George C. Diek- 
man, Brooklyn; Frederick C. A. Schaefer, 
Brooklyn; Willard H. Roberts, Utica 

Secondary School Actions 

The Cazenovia Central School was admitted 
to the University as of middle grade, 2 years. 
The Board approved the change in location of 
St Joseph’s Normal Institute at 
Hills to Barrytown. From the list of accredited 


Pocantico 


secondary schools the following schools were 
dropped: St Aloysius Academy, Great Neck, 
and St Bonaventure’s College Academic Depart- 
ment, at Allegany. 
Absolute Charters Granted 
Absolute charters to 
charters were granted by the Board to Sarah 


replace provisional 


Lawrence College for Women at Bronxville 
and to Lingnan University in China. 
Will Meet in Buffalo 
The Board has accepted the invitation of the 
State Teachers College at Buffalo to hold its 
meeting of December 17th in Buffalo in order 
to attend the dedication of the new buildings of 
the college. 
Death of Mr Herzog 
A resolution of regret at the death of Jacob 
H. Herzog of Albany, who served for 11 years 
as a member of the New York State Teachers 
Retirement Board, was adopted by the Board. 
— 


Association of Colleges 
Will Meet October 15th 


The 11th meeting of the Association of Col- 
leges and State of New 
York will be held on Thursday morning, Oc- 
tober 15th, preceding the opening of the Uni- 
versity Convocation. The meeting will be held 
in Richardson Hall of the New York State Col- 
lege for Teachers at Albany. 

Dr Kerr D. MacMillan, president of Wells 
College and president of the association, will 
preside. An address on “ What Is a Liberal 
Arts College?” will be given by Dr George 
F. Zook, president of the University of Akron. 
This subject will be discussed by Chancellor 
Samuel P. Capen of the University of Buffalo, 
Professor Adam LeRoy Jones of Columbia 
University and Dean Miles J. O'Mailia of 
Fordham University. 


Universities of the 
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Regents Amend Rules Relative to Literacy Law 


The Board of Regents at its meeting on 
September 10th amended subdivision 2 of 
section 153 of the Regents Rules relating to 
the time and place of issuance of certificates of 
literacy. The amended section now reads as 
follows: 


§ 153 Time and place of issuance. Certifi- 
cates of literacy shall be issued as follows: 

1 To all persons whose credentials show that 
they meet the requirements prescribed by sub- 
divisions 1 or 2 of section 148 of these Rules, 
at such times and places as may be designated 
by the local superintendent of schools. 

2 To all persons who successfully pass the 
New York State Regents literacy test, as pro- 
vided by subdivision 3 of section 148 of these 
Rules, as follows: 

a In cities having a population of one million 
or more, on the days designated for registra- 
tion of voters and at hours designated by the 
superintendent of schools. 

In all cities and villages having a popula- 
tion of 5000 or more, except New York City, 
on the Thursday before the first day of regis- 
tration at hours designated by the superin- 
tendent of schools and on the days of registra- 
tion between the hours of 7 and 10 p. m., and 
at such additional hours as may be determined 
by the superintendent. But at least one place 
shall be open during all the days and hours of 
ee. 

In places where personal registration is not 
required, on the Tuesday and Thursday in the 
week preceding election day and on election day 
at places and hours designated by the superin- 
tendent of schools. On election day at least 
one place in each supervisory district shall be 
open during the entire time the polling places 
are open. 

d The New York State Regents literacy test 
may be given at other times during the school 
year to students qualifying under section 147 
of these Rules who are regularly enrolled in 
public evening schools, factory or home classes, 
upon the request of the superintendent of 
schools and the approval of the Commissioner. 

The following two new sections were added 


to the Regents Rules, to be known as section 
156 and 157 and to read as follows: 


§ 156 Central registration. Superintend- 
ents shall designate one or more persons to 
issue certificates of literacy and conduct the 
New York State Regents literacy test during 
the period of central registration. During such 
period a clerk or some properly qualified person 
in the employ of the board of education may 
act as examiner. 


§ 157 Boards of election to be notified. 
1 On or before the Monday preceding the first 
day of central registration, each superintendent 
shall notify the board of elections, or the county 
clerk where the latter exercises the duties of 


the board of elections, by mail on blanks 
supplied by the State Education Department of 
the places designated by him for the issuance 
of certificates of literacy. 

2 On or before the second Monday preceding 
the first day of registration in the fall, each 
superintendent in cities and villages of 5000 or 
more inhabitants shall notify the board of elec- 
tions, or the county clerk where the latter 
exercises the duties of the board of elections by 
mail on blanks supplied by the State Education 
Department of the places, days and times of 
day designated by him for the issuance of 
certificates of literacy. 

3 On or before the second Monday preceding 
election day, each superintendent in places 
where personal registration is not required, 
shall notify the board of elections, or the 
county clerk where the latter exercises the 
duties of the board of elections, by mail on 
blanks supplied by the State Education Depart- 
ment of the places, days and times of day 
designated by him for the issuance of certifi- 
cates of literacy. 

The supplies for use in carrying out the pro- 
visions of the Election Law relative to the 
literacy requirement for new voters have been 
sent by the Adult Education Bureau to all 
superintendents. The supplies consist of 
Regents literacy tests, scoring keys, certificates 
of literacy, instructions for examiners sheet, 
schedule for issuance of certificates of literacy 
and other report Posters should be 
placed on the outside of school buildings where 
the tests are to be given and certificates are to 
be issued. Experience has shown that it is help- 
ful to place small posters inside the school 
building directing the new voters to the room in 
which the test is to be held. 

Dr Lewis A. Wilson, Assistant Commissioner 
and Extension Education, has 
notice of the 


forms. 


for Vocational 
to all superintendents a 
changes and additions to the 
As a result greater uniformity throughout the 
State in the administration of the law is 
expected, since the days for the conduct of the 
now definitely established. Superin- 
tendents, however, still have the right, within 
certain limits, to designate the hours for the 
issuance of certificates and the schools that are 
to be open. Greater cooperation between the 
school and election officials is also expected to 
result because of the new rule requiring super- 
intendents to notify the election officials on a 
form supplied by the State Education Depart- 
ment of the schedule determined by the superin- 
tendents for the issuance of certificates. 


sent 


Regents Rules 


test are 
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Attendance Percentage of 94.96 Reported for Schools of State 


A median attendance percentage of 94.96 for 
the State as a whole during the school year 
1930-31 is reported by Charles L. Mosher, Dir- 
ector of the Attendance Division of the Depart- 
ment. The percentage in 1929-30 was 94.4 and 
in 1928-29 it was 93.8. 

Mr Mosher’s figures for the past year show 
that 48 per cent of the attendance records in 
cities were 96 per cent or better; that in vil- 
lages under superintendents of schools 45 per 
cent were 96 or better, while in supervisory 
districts this percentage was 35. In the dis- 
tricts making this record the small margin 
between 96 and 100 per cent accounts for all 
absences including those due to illness or other 
proper and legal reasons as well as for all 
illegal and improper absences. The record in- 
dicates the cooperation and effective interest of 
parents, pupils, teachers, superintendents and 
attendance service workers. 

High, low and median attendance records for 
city, village and supervisory districts for the 
past three years are given below. 

Commenting on these Mr Mosher said: 

The high and low records are not especially 
significant as they record the extremes and 
might mean only the record of a particular 
school. 

The median record is of greater significance 
since it takes all schools into account showing 
the point on the scale reached by the school 
with the record exactly midway between the 
highest and the lowest. 


SCHOOL CITIES VILLAGES 
YEAR High Med. Low High Med. Low 
1928-29.. F 98 94.2 79 99 94.4 78 
1929-—30..... 99 94.8 83 99 94.8 85 
1930-31... 98 95.42 84 99 95.18 81 
SCHOOL SUPERVISORY DIST. STATE 
YEAR High Med. Low High Med. Low 
1928-29..... 98 93.5 65 9 93.8 65 
1929-30... 98 94 83 99 94.4 83 
1930-31... 99 94.77 80 99 94.96 80 
Cities with records of 96 or above for 
1930-31 are: 
0 EE eee 96.2 
a ere 
Dunkirk ... So hid ind Saclel: o 
Johnstown .......... adel: SO 
a ee 97.2 
North Tonawanda ............. 96.0 
EE: dainvenuaeendienwan 96.7 
SEE cea na lan ie kien aac s 96.2 
I ic ai ot en Wg ae nena 96.6 
I 6 dn antninevenwkunls 96.0 
ee 96.7 


Little Falls with a record of 97.2 per cent 


leads the cities. 
Villages under superintendents with records 


of 96 or above are: 


CO ee ee 96.5 
East Rochester ... ere 
Elmira Heights 97.0 
Frankfort .. ; .. 98.0 
Herkimer 96.4 
Hoosick Falls . 96.9 
Johnson City ........ eon. ee 
Serre nha essed ca are 96.2 
Sy ; . 96.8 
Saugerties . : :scucan ee 
Seotia .... . 96.4 
Seneca Falls 96.5 
Solvay ... ; , . 96.1 
Tupper Lake . 96.5 
Walden .. . 96.6 
Wellsville. . 96.3 


Frankfort with the high record of 98 has 


leader in attendance for a number of 
years. Elmira 
is the only village in the 97 group. 


Supervisory districts with records of 96 or 


been a 
Heights with a record of 97 


above are: 


Chautauqua, 2 soce COS 
Chemung, 2 . 96.6 
Montgomery, 1 96.0 
Otsego, 1 .. — . 96.1 
Otsego, 2 . 96.0 
Otsego, 3 96.7 
Otsego, 6 96.0 
St Lawrence, 2 96.9 
St Lawrence, 7 96.2 
Steuben, 6 . 96.2 
The leader is the second district of St 


Lawrence county with a percentage of 96.9. 
It is noteworthy that four of the six super- 
visory districts in Otsego county are in this 
very high record group 


—_o-———_ 


Music Appreciation Hour 
Will Begin October 9th 


The Music Appreciation Hour sponsored by 
the National Broadcasting Company will begin 
on October 9th, when Walter Damrosch will 
inaugurate the A and B concert series. On 
October 16th the C and D series will begin. 
Instructors’ manuals and programs may be 
obtained from the headquarters of the company 
at 711 Fifth avenue, New York City. 
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Young Farmers at State Fair 


Future Farmers Hold Annual Meeting at Syracuse 


Six hundred members of the New York 
branch of the Future Farmers of America were 
present at the annual meeting of their associa- 
tion held at the State Fair grounds at Syracuse 
on September 7th and 8th. These young men 
came from 85 high school departments of agri- 
culture and two state schools of agriculture to 
participate in the annual business meeting and 
in the various competitive events arranged for 
their instruction. Berne A. Pyrke, State Com- 
missioner of Agriculture and Markets, and J. 
Dan Ackerman, director of the fair, have been 
extending the educational opportunities offered 
at the exposition for young men who are pre- 
paring for farming. W. J. Weaver, superin- 
tendent of this department of the fair, and his 
associates have increased the educative values 
of the fair through judging contents, public 
speaking competitions and the special features 
of the program arranged for the young men. 

At the annual banquet speakers included 
President Raymond A. Pearson of the Uni- 
versity of Maryland, Dr Harlan H. Horner, 
Commissioner for Higher and 
Professional Education, and Commissioner 
Berne A. Pyrke. A. K. Getman, Chief of the 
Agricultural Education Bureau of the Depart- 
ment, awarded the Empire Farmer degree to 
22 young men who met the high standards of 
scholarship, craftsmanship and leadership pre- 
scribed by the association. New York is 
entitled to three candidates for the American 


Assistant 


Farmer awarded each year at the 
national congress at Kansas City. Candidates 


must have held the Empire Farmer degree for 


degree 


at least one year. The candidates for this 
degree for 1931 were Ross Ames, Endicott; 
Donald Kirby, Trumansburg; and _ Robert 


Crane, Odessa. 

The prize speaking contest proved to be an 
outstanding event of the Thirteen 
contestants selected at 13 regional competitions 
presented their orations in the general field of 
agricultural economics and marketing. Harry 
Kitts of the Gouverneur High School won first 
prize of $60. This award entitled him to repre- 
sent New York at the Eastern States Exposi- 
which a contestant 


session. 


tion speaking contest at 
from each of the 12 North Atlantic states will 
be present. The winner in this 


compete at Kansas City with a winner from 


contest will 


each of the remaining three geographic regions 
of the United States. 

The judging contests in dairy cattle, poultry, 
horses, fruit and potatoes aroused interest. The 
teams from 85 high schools and one state school 
had been unusually well trained for this contest 
in skill and judgment. The winning team in 
dairy cattle, consisting of Donald Murphy of 
Delhi, Robert Rivers of Afton and John Frank 
of Constableville, will represent New York in 
the dairy competition at the National Dairy 
Show at St Louis early in October. They will 
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be accompanied by L. O. Taylor, head of the 


animal husbandry department at the Delhi 
State School of Agriculture. The winning 
team in poultry judging, consisting of Dean 


Stillwell of Waterloo, Earl Williams of 
Holland Patent and Francis Jennings of Mara- 
thon, will represent New York in poultry judg- 
ing at St Louis. 

Commenting on the educational features of 
the Fair Mr Getman declared: 

The management of the fair deserves highest 
commendation on its effort to emphasize the 
educational features of the fair and on its 
willingness to appropriate funds to make avail- 
able such facilities to an increasingly large 
number of young people. The State Fair at 
Syracuse ranks among the best expositions on 
the continent, in quality of displays and in pro- 
viding interest and profit to spectators. The 
opportunities provided to young farmers to 
increase their experience in statewide problems 
of production and marketing are unparalleled 
at similar expositions. 


—o—- 


Calendar of Educational Meetings 


University Convocation, Albany, October 


15th—16th 
New York State 


ern section, 


Association, north- 
October 8th--9th; 
October 8th- 
October 
Schenectady, Octo- 
New York 


section, 


Teachers 
Potsdam, 
Binghamton, 
Syracuse, 


southern section, 
9th; central 
22d-23d ; eastern 
ber 22d-23d; southeastern section, 
City, October 30th; central 
Rochester, October 30th-31st ; 

Buffalo, November 6th-7th 
Association of 
December 


section, 


section, 


western 

western sec- 
tion, 

State 
Syracuse, 


District Superintendents, 

3d—5th 

Associated Academic Principals, Syracuse, 
December 28th—30th 

Associated School Boards and 

October 12th—13th 


Trustees, Syra- 
cuse, 
Department of Superintendence of the N. E. A,, 
Washington, D. C., 20-25, 1932 
Teachers’ second district of 
October 6th; fourth 
Potsdam, 
Columbia 


February 
conferences : 
Cayuga county, Auburn, 
district of St Lawrence 
October 8th-9th; third district of 
county, Hillsdale, October 10th; 
trict of Steuben county, Hammondsport High 
School, October 13th; fourth district of 
Chenango county, Greene, October 28th; 
second district of Erie Buffalo, No- 
vember 6th 


county, 


seventh dis- 


county, 


Retirement System Reports 
Membership of 42,339 


A membership on August 1, 1931, of 42,339 
is shown in the annual report of the New York 
State Teachers Retirement System. A _ year 
ago the membership was 39,663. The number 
of annuitants at the end of the past year was 
2844. The valuation of the 
ties of the funds of the system prepared by an 
actuary that the 
financial condition. 

Commenting on the 
Cheney, 
ment Board says: 

The members of our Legislature as well as 
members of the Retirement System are to be 
congratulated for their continued cooperation 
and support of this system. 

The general thought emphasizes the fact that 
a state retirement system must be financially 
sound and that primarily it must serve the 
interests of the State. 

New York State may well be proud of the 
fact that it leads by far all other states in 
matters of scientific retirement plans. 

The Retirement Board has always tried to 
apply the most liberal interpretation of the law 
possible when construing it to fit the particular 
data of any individual member of the system; 
nevertheless always having in mind its obliga- 
tion as trustee, therefore the absolute necessity 
of conservative administration. The wisdom of 
such an accounting has been fully justified it 
seems during the past two or more years when 
not a dollar of the funds has been lost nor 
regular interest payments deferred. 

It is interesting to note that this is our tenth 
anniversary. 

The board herein expresses appreciation of 
all helpful cooperation and fully anticipates 
continued perpetuation and safety for our 
retirement system. 


assets and liabili- 


shows system is in sound 
Charles H. 


Teachers Retire- 


report, 
president of the State 


Associated School Boards 
Will Meet October 12th 


The 12th annual meeting of the Associated 
School Boards and Trustees of the State of 
New York will be held on October 12th and 
13th in will 
address the meeting are the 
Commissioner of Educa- 
tion Frank P. Graves; Dr Lewis A. Wilson, 
Assistant Commissioner for Vocational and 
Extension Education; Charles A. Brind of the 
Law Division; Treva E. Kauffman, supervisor 
of home economics; Helen Hay Heyl of the 
Rural Education Bureau. 


Syracuse. Among those who 


following Depart- 
ment representatives : 
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Union College Honors 
Dr George M. Wiley 
The honorary degree of L. H. D. was con- 
ferred upon Dr George M. Wiley, Assistant 
Commissioner for Secondary Education, at the 
Union Col- 


In conferring the degree 


135th commencement exercises of 
lege on June 11th. 
President Frank P. Day said: 

George Martin Wiley, bachelor of arts in 
the class of 1899 at Union College, master of 
arts, doctor of pedagogy, doctor of laws, Assis- 
tant Commissioner tor Secondary Education in 
the State of New York. You have had a fine 
career as citizen, scholar and educator, and 
have made substantial contribution by your 
writings and life to the great cause of educa- 
tion. As an undergraduate you showed that 
you could not only learn but act, for while win- 
ning Phi Beta Kappa you were a member of 
the glee club, a football player and captain of 
varsity baseball. Your father, George Martin 
Wiley, was graduated from the college in 1859; 
your son is now an undergraduate in the class 
of 1933; from these facts we gather that the 
Wiley family believes in Union College. On 
this occasion we are glad to honor one so 
deserving of honor. Honoris Causa, we con- 
fer upon you the degree of doctor of human 
letters and direct that this new degree be writ- 
ten against your name on the records of Union 
College. 


State Shows Appreciation 
of New Training Ship 
An appreciatory celebration of the acquisition 
of the training ship “ Empire State” by the 
New York State Merchant Marine Academy 
was held September 21st at Battery Park, New 


York City. Dr Frank P. Graves, Commissioner 
of Education, was chairman. Addresses wert 
given by Secretary of State Edward J. Flynn, 


representing Governor Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
and by Captain W. R. 
United States Navy. 
The “ Empire State ” 
rigged Newport as a state training ship. It 
is an oil-burning vessel equipped with Curtiss- 


Sayles, representing the 


replaces the barkentine- 


t 


geared turbines of 2500 horse power, giving it 
a speed of 1114 knots. It has a displacement 
of 11,450 tons, a length of 401 feet, a beam of 
54 feet and a normal draft of 241% feet. 

The “Empire State” was brought from thi 
Bremerton Navy Yard in the state of Wash 
command of 
base at the 


voyage as a 


ington by the cadets under the 


Captain James H. Tomb to a 
Brooklyn Navy Yard. Its 
training ship will be to Europe in the 
of 1932. 


first 
summer 


YORK 


Teachers of Agriculture 
Will Attend Demonstrations 
A series of 14 teaching demonstrations in 
vocational agriculture in selected high schools 
of the State beginning on September 29th and 
extending to November 10th has been announced 
by A. K. Getman, Chief of the Agricultural 
Iducation Bureau of the Department. These 
meetings constitute a second series of profes- 
sional improvement teaching demonstrations in 
this field to be conducted throughout the State. 
At each center the teachers of agriculture 
within a radius of 30 or 40 
at the opening of school in the morning for 


miles assemble 
the purpose of observing the teacher at that 
school conduct his classes during the forenoon 
periods. So far as possible the instruction is 
conducted in a normal manner and every effort 
is made to have the presence of the visiting 
teachers in the classroom informal. During 
the teaching periods the visitors keep notes of 
teaching technics and procedures and pertinent 
questions which they desire to raise regarding 
the choice of teaching methods and the appro- 
priateness of the subject matter taught. 
During the afternoon under the leadership 


of Mr 


analyzed and studied from the standpoint of 


Getman the teaching procedures are 
appropriate aims, effectiveness of methods and 
An effort is made to build 
and 


choice of content. 


constructive principles of organization 
from these specific activities of the 


( »bserved 


teaching 


teacher whose work has _ been 


demonstrations follows: 
Franklinville 


Chautauqua 


The schedule of 
September 29 


September 30 


October 1 Wilson 
October 2 Webster 
October 6 Tully 
October 7 Mexico 
October 13 Salem 
October 14 Highland 
October 16 Franklin 


Boonville 
Richfield Springs 


October 20 
October 21 


November 4 Owego 
November 5 Bath 
November 10 Malone 


Schools Are Helping America To 
selected as the theme for 
It will be observed 


“ What 
Achieve” has 
American Education Week. 
from November 9th to 15th. 


been 
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Buffalo College Selects Students by New Plan 


A new plan for the selection of freshmen 
students has been inaugurated this year at the 
State Teachers College at Buffalo. As reported 
by Oscar E. Hertzberg, head of the department 
of psychology and director of research studies, 
instead of examination and 
selection of students until the first week of the 
fall term, as has been the custom in former 
years, the plan required candidates to appear 
at either of two set dates during the summer, 
July 20th or August 4th, to take a series of 
matriculation examinations, which included the 
Ohio State University Psychological Test, the 
Thurstone Personality Schedule and the Morris 
Trait Index L. This earlier testing period was 
established for the giving the 
director of admissions ample time in which to 
study carefully the calibre of the applicants, as 
Applications for 


postponing the 


purpose of 


revealed by the test results. 
admission were received only from high school 
graduates who had an average of 75 or better 
on the Regents examinations, who could 
present a physician’s statement of normal phy- 
sical health, a principal’s or superintendent’s 
guarantee of desirable moral character, and who 
did not personal examination reveal 
physical disfigurements such as would 


dwarfed 


upon 
result 


from extreme overweight, stature, 


crippled condition etc. 


Examinations were given to 317 persons, out 


number 229 have been 


The 
the results of 


of which persons 


selected. selection has been based upon 


a study which the director of 


research at the college made of last year's 
freshman body. 
studied, including scores on the Sones-Harry 
High School Achievement Test, scores on each 


combined 


Among a number of variables 


section and on the sections of the 
Ohio State University Test, 
scores on the Thurstone Personality Schedule, 
was 


Psychological 
and Regents examinations averages, it 
found that a formula combining the Regents 
average with the score on the 
(Test V) of the Ohio State 
University Test yielded the 
highest prediction (.699) of freshman scholar- 
used 


examinations 
reading section 
Psychological 
ship. These two measures were therefore 
as the basis for selecting the 1931-32 freshmen. 
Little relationship was found between either 
personality and scholarship or personality and 
intelligence, and therefore the records on the 
personality tests have not been used, except on 
border line cases, to aid in the selection of this 
records, however, 


of studying 


year’s group. Personality 
desired for the 


relationship 


were purpose 


further the existing between 
measurable personality factors and successful 


teaching. 





Cooperation Is Keynote 
of Attendance Conference 


intelligent and _ cordial 


The 
cooperation among 
the best interests of children was the keynot 


necessity for 
those seeking to promote 
of discussions at a conference on problems of 
school attendance and pupil adjustment held 
July 13th to 17th at Cornell University by the 
Attendance Division of the State Education 
Department and the Cornell University Gradu- 
ate School. Experts in different fields of edu- 
cation discussed such matters as school census, 
causes of nonattendance, home and schooi rela- 
tions of the attendance department, and employ- 
ment problems. Radio talks 
WEAI of Cornell University on 
Attendance at the 


were broadcast 


over station 
four evenings of the week 
conference totaled 76, representing 52 cities and 
villages. The largest from 
Buffalo, which had nine representatives 


attendance was 


A. W. Fortune Becomes 
District School Superintendent 


A. W. Fortune, formerly f 
schools at Massena, has been named superin 


superintendent « 


tendent of schools of the second supervisory 


district of St 


county to fill the 


Frank H., 


Lawrence 


vacancy caused by the death of 


Wallace 
Chicago Conservatory Confers 
Degree upon Russell Carter 
The honorary degree of doctor of music was 
conferred upon Russell Carter, supervisor of 
music in the State Education Department, and 
upon Howard Clark Davis, head of the depart- 


ment of music of the Villa Maria College, 
Erie, Pa., at the 65th commencement of the 
Chicago Conservatory on June 25th. Doctor 


Davis was formerly head of the music depart 
ment of the Fredonia State Normal School. 
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New York To Be Represented 
at Yorktown Celebration 


The most brilliantly uniformed military 
detachment that ever represented New York 
State at an official function will attend the 
Yorktown Sesquicentennial Celebration October 
16th-19th, as an escort to Governor Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. A battalion made up by a platoon 
from each of the historic regiments of the 
National Guard and Naval Militia which have 
the new full dress uniform, headed by Adams 
Tenth Infantry Band make up the unit. 

Friday, October 16th, is Colonial Day at 
Yorktown and it is planned that each of the 
governors of the original 13 states will give a 
brief radio talk which will be broadcast 
nationally. 

The New York State George 
Bicentennial Commission, their guests compris- 
ing the elective state officers, the legislative 
committee of 15, a selected number of legis- 
lative correspondents and the military and naval 
units will travel by boat from New York City 


Washington 


to Yorktown. 

On Monday, October 19th, the  sesqui- 
centennial address will be delivered by Presi- 
dent Hoover. <A military review and pageant 
depicting in allegorical form developments fol- 
lowing the event at Yorktown with the main 
motive of peace, liberty and democracy will 
mark the closing day’s celebration. 


—_——_—O——— 


Regent Thompson Speaks 
at Green Island Dedication 


Regent William Leland Thompson of Troy 
was the principal speaker at the dedication of 
the new Heatly School at Green Island on Sep- 
tember 16th. In his address Regent Thompson 
paid high tribute to the late Superintendent 
James Heatly, for whom the school is named. 
He also read a letter from Commissioner of 
Education Frank P. Graves 
congratulations and good wishes of the State 
Education Department at the dedication of the 
new building and voicing the high regard which 
the Department had for the former superin- 
tendent who gave a lifetime of service to Green 


expressing the 


Island. 
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Building Plans Approved 


Plans approved by the School Buildings and 
Grounds Division of the Department include 
the following: 

Cobleskill, new junior and senior high school, 
$500,000; approved August 24th 

Mountaindale, amendments to proposed alter- 
ation to grade and hich building, 
$35,000; approved August 28th 

Madison, new high school building, $98,000; 
approved August 28th 

District 9, Fort Edward, Washington county, 
classrooms for 


school 


finishing of two unfinished 
assembly hall, $3000; approved September 4th 

Whallonsburg, new grade school building 
and its equipment, $20,000; approved Septem- 
ber 4th 

Ellenburg, heating and 
tion in present high school, $3800; approved 
September 4th 

District 3, Stockport, Columbia county, new 
plumbing and toilet and water system, $2500; 
approved September 11th 

Johnstown, new junior high school, $400,000; 
approved September 16th 

Helena, heating and ventilating system for 
Helena Union Free School, $1300; approved 
September 18th 

District 1, Marilla, Erie county, new grade 
school building, $30,000; approved September 
21st 

District 3, Wilmington, Essex county, heat- 
ing and ventilating system in the present school- 
house, $1775; approved September 21st 


ventilating installa- 


—o--—_—_ 


Death Ends Long Service 
of Sayville Board President 


Dow Clock, a member of the board of educa- 
tion at Sayville for more than 40 years, died 
on June 2d. Since 1894 he had been chairman 
of the board. One of his chief interests was 
the Sayville school system, which he had seen 
grow from a meagerly equipped institution with 
a half-dozen teachers to a plant of three 
buildings, generously equipped for a_ broad 
education, provided with acres of playgrounds 
and employing a faculty of more than 40 
persons. 
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